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ABSTRACT 

This collection of abstracts is part of a continuing 
series providing information on recent doctoral dissertations. The 23 
titles deal with a variety of topics, including the following: (1) 
Kansas scholastic newspaper content and management practices in a 
Fir;t Amendment content; (2) a historical analysis of new journalism; 
(3) how North Carolina's majoi newspapers coverod their state 
university's Desegregation controversy; (4) coverage of the Arab 
world and Israel in American news magazines between 1975 and 1981; 
(5) factors associated with the selection of stories from an 
international religion news service by daily newspapers; (6) global 
news flow issues; (7) the attitudes of news directors toward the 
fairness doctrine; (8) the agenda yetting effect of crime news on 
prosecutors; (9) some effects of the repetition oi environmental nevs 
stories; (10) the derived image of the supermarket tabloid; (11) 
negativism as a news selection predictor; (12 x the "New York Times," 
U. S. foreign policy, and the Iranian revolution; (13) an analysis of 
newspaper coverage of the disaster at Love Canal; and (14) the social 
construction of journalistic reality. (HOD) 



********************************************* «v ************************* 

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS aro the best that can be made *' 

* from the original document. * 

****************** **************** ************* ** 5 ****** ************ 



9 

ERIC 



U.9. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION 



BDUCATIONAL HESOURCeS INFORMATION 



CENIER lERIC) 



CO 

o 

r\] 
o 

LU 



Chw documant hoo boon roproduced an 
'rncAived from iho person or oryaniMtian 
ofUJimitmy it 

Minor chan^os haw) boon rnad« in improvo 
reproduction quality 



• Points of vmw or opinions stntud in thin docu 
ment do not nocnss<i:ily roprosont official Nib 
position or policy 



Journalism and Journalism Education: 



Abstracts of Doctoral Dissertations Published in Dissertation 
Abstracts International , January through June 1985 (Vol. 45 
Nos • 7 through 12) . 

Compiled by the Staff 
of the 

ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communication Skills 





"PERMISSION TO HEHROnUW THIS 
MATERIAL HAS IMT.U GRAN U IJ RY 



UM1 



ERIC 



» f HE KHJCAIIONAl FIFSOURCLS 

iNf-oRMA rioN ctNrr m (inm " 



The dissertation titles contained here are published with 
permission of the University Microfilms International, publishers 
of Dissertation Abstracts International (copyright © 1985 by 
University Microfilms International) and may not be reproduced 
without their prior permission. 



This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuing 
series designed to make information on relevant dissertations 
available to users of the ERIC system. Monthly issues of Dissertation 
Abstracts International are reviewed in order to compile abstracts of 
dissertation:; on related topics, which thus become accesible in 
searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for dissertations 
themselves is included at the end of the bibliography. 
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A STUDY OP KANSAS SCHOLASTIC NEWSPAPER CONTENT 
AND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES IN A FIRST AMENDMENT 
CONTEXT Order No, DA8428961 

Ada ms, Davio La, Ph.D. Kansas State University, 1984. 17ipp. 

The content of the scholastic press In American public high 
schools has changed greatly in recent years. This study was designed 
to determine the existing content and management practices of 
Kansas public high school newspapers. The sample consisted of the 
principal, the faculty adviser, and the student editor at 75 randomly 
selected schools wnich publish newspapors. Subjects responded to a 
15-item questionnaire. The study sought to examine differences 
among three enrollment groups and three subject groups to 
questionnaire responses. The chi-square statistical test was used to 
determine significance at the .01 or .05 levels. 

The descriptive study was divided into four research components: 
(1) newspaper background, (2) newspaper content, (3) newspaper 
management/press law knowledge, and (4) ensuring responsible 
newspapers and adviser background/selection. Thirteen research 
questions were answered, including these findings: (1) larger school 
newspapers have broader content and bettertrained advisers than do 
the smaller schools; (2) student newspaper editors are not allowed to 
exercise their First Amendment rights to make the newspaper a true 
"forum for student expression (3) mostsch^l newspapers have 
not published " irresponsible " content, but most have content areas 
"not adequately covered"; (4) most respondents lack knowledge on 
scholastic press law, while most newspapers operate without written 
content guidelines; (5) a knowledgeable faculty adviser and talented 
student staff are the best ways to ensure responsible newspapers; 
and (8) a majority ct mid-sire and small school advisers appear to not 
meet minimum Kansas journalism certification requirements. 

ft to recommended that: (1) newspaper editors and faculty 
advisers be encouraged to broaden newspaper content to Include 
social, political and non-school issues affecting students; (2) student 
sdKors be given more direct control over newspaper content as 
mandated by federal courts; (3) faculty advisers and student editors 
be altowed to expand the content scope of newspapers; (4) school 
officials and student editors develop written newspaper content 
guidelines and become knowledgeable on .student press law: 
(5) school officials encourage responsible newspapers by providing 
needed resources; and (8) administrators select qualified faculty 
newspaper advisers and encourage those who are not to work rapidly 
toward p* iper certification. 



A HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF NEW JOURNALISM 

Order No. DA9504334 
Amuoath, Eowahd Cray, Eo.D. Oklahoma Stata Untvarstty, 1984. 
328p* 

Scope of Study. The primary purpose of this study was to examine 
certain writers and journalists, specifically examples of their writing*, 
to show that they were uaing either the new notification, advocacy, or 
alternative form of new journalism. The secondary purposes were: 
(1) to disclose historically and chronologically the political and social 
climates in which each writer or journalist lived; (2) to show that rew 
journalism was not actually new; (3) to show that politic^ and socirt 
upheaval encouraged one or more forms of new journalism; and 
(4) to show that a link between new journalism and the realistic novel 
actually existed. 

Findings and Conclusions. It was found that certain writers and 
journalists- -from the late 1600s to the early I980s-were using one or 
more of the new journalistic forms to present information, express 
ideas, or expose corruption. It was learned that certain forms of new 
joumaltam had roots going back some 300 years. Concurrently , it was 
found that certain political and social disturbances actually 
encouraged writers and journalists to use one or more of the 
mentioned forms of new journalism. Concurrently, it was learned that 
a link b*tw€fin realistic, fiction and new journalism did exist. While 
wi iters of the new nonaction used elements of the short story or novel 
to depict actuality, writers of realistic short stones and novela based 
plots on actual oventa. In certain ea«M*% tney merely changed the 



characters' names. Consequently, since the new journalists and the 
realistic novelists used the same elements to depict actuality and 
disguised actuality reepectlvety, a commonality between the two 
forms was evident. Another observation suggested that writers of 
certain forms of new journalism, specifically the writers who used the 
advocacy and muckraking forms, had similar backgrounds, both 
educationally and professional! /, and similar points of view. 

Certain forms oi new journ«jiam are not new, but are in fact the 
oldest forms erf journalism, especially when compered to the 
traditional form that it commonly referred to as objective joumaMsm. 



TMf PRESS AND UNIVERSITY AUTONOMY: HOW NORTH 
CAROLINA'S MAJOR NEWSPAPERS COVERED THEIR STATE 
UNIVERSITY'S DESEGREGATION CONTROVERSY 

Order No. DA8424776 

Barclay, Pusscll Bahtlftt, Ph.D. Duko University, 1984 152oo 
Supervisor: Michael Michlin 

thelS?^^ how North Carolin «'* newspapers covered 

hei «ory of their state university's desegregation controversy wtth the 
5£ Oovernment. Much is written about education's role during 
challenging times, and much is written about education's 
effectiveness m oringing about social change. Little is known 
concerning the press's role during education related controversies 
which challenge prevailing distributions of power. This study beom 
to correct some of that oversight. 

IWng the concept hegemony, this study offers Evidence th* the 
wm^ed newspapers protected their state university system from 
potentially destabilizing perspectives during the desegregation 
controversy. The press typically accomplished this by casting tie 

^ " • POirtical struggle between " right-thinking education 
•uthorrty- and "befuddled federal bureaucrats." They did this pertly 
by quoting many more white status quo supporters than they quoted 
extractors. The sampled new^^rs ignored the Legal Deferue and 
Question Fund (LDF), the organization behind federal desecJZeSan 
elfcfts, u ntii it was too late to involve the LDF meaningfully in reeder** 
perceptions of the controversy. The press quoted some blacks, but 
most were university employees or officials with much to lose in any 
oeeegregaiif on-spawned rearrangement of colleoes 1 racial 
compositions. 

This study uses a content analysis of eight North Carolina 
newspapers and Tha Washington Post In order to measure the 
numbers ot direct quotations-by quotation source-published durine 
four sample months between March, 1978, and June 1981 The 
content analysis wsa constructed and its results interpreted within 
current understanding and use of hegemony 

Hegemony is increasingly useful in education and media analysis 
to uncover an ideology's subtle ways of protecting itself from x£T 
wdden changes. Hegemony, the domination of an ideology wNch 
beelcaHy control how peep* organize and share mMn3ni 
understanding d their world, defends itself through consensus 
0*^«*HJ institutions Ik t schools and newspapers. In the case 
studied here, the press comfortably aM into an ideological 
l^tS^^ 1 ? controversy, issues and personalities un**ty*> 
do"gTJJ5f nM ** ur ™*° lvtt * ""W" pr*va*ngweys of 
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NEGATIVISM AS A NEWS SELECTION PREDICTOR 

Order No. DA84293«2 
Bowu, Robert Henay, Ph.D. Th§ University of Ttnness*** 1884. 
nipp. Major Professor: Dr. Jack B. Haskins 

The purpose of this study was to determine whether negativism in 
a newt story is a significant predictor of story selection by journalists. 
Matched samples of journalists were given 10 news story leads. One 
sample saw a randomized list of positive and negative leads, while the 
other sample saw the leads in the same order, but the opposite 
positive or negative version. 

Each subject rated each lead for imoortance, defined as whether 
he would select the story for tomorrow's newspaper. A 0- to- 100 
thermometer scaie was used. Ail subjects also were presented aii 10 
pain of positive and negative stories and asked to choose only one 
version for publication. 

The hypotheses were that (1) journalists would rate the negative 
watooa as more important than the positive versions in the spilt- 
sample teet; (2) journalists would tend to select the negative version 
over the positive in the paired-vemion test; ^~td (3) lends having the 
highest number of news values, as calculated by a news value 
•ddif/Wfy index, would receive the highest importance ratings from 
the journalists, and leads with low values, the lowest 

The first hypothesis was only mildly supported. Journalists rated 
the negative version more important on six of the 10 pairs, but only 
three showed significant differences. Overall, the difference between 
the versions was not significant. 

The second hypothesis was more strongly supported. JoumaJiste 
preferred the negative version over the positive in the forced-choice 
situation nine times out of 10, and four preferences were statistically 
significant. The overall preference for the negative (63 to 37 percent) 
also wee significant 

The third hypothesis was supported. News value additivity index 
scores end mean importance ratings correlated positively at + 0.79 (p 
< 001). 

Negativism does seem to play a part in the news selection proceet, 
though perhaps not as strong as hypothesized. Negative news may 
boW more information of value then poettive end it may influence 
news selection based on that factor and not raw negativity. Further 
studies of on-the-job news selector* may yield more helpful data. 



RELIGION IN THE NEWS: FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE SELECTION OF STORIES FROM Art INTERNATIONAL 
RELIGION NEWS SERVICL BY DAILY NEWSPAPERS 

OrderNo. DA8426641 
BUootwiAUM, Judith Mitchell, Ph.D. Indiana University, 1984. 
341pp. 

This study unes observation, interviews and content analysis to 
examine how religion journalists for newspapers in the United States 
and for Lutheran World Information, a Geneva-based news service 
operated by the I uthrran World Federation, define and gather 
religion news. The study provides a detailed description of Lutheran 
World Information and of religion news stories provided by LWI and 
by three newspapers in the United States. It also explores factors that 
appear to explain and predict use of LWl by newspaper gatekeepers. 

The Siudy indicates that LWI is not merely a publicity bureau for 
the Lutheran World Federation LWI soes itself as an alternate news 
agency of the kind favored by many Third World communication 
scholars. Although most news items supplied by I Wl are written ai 
relatively short news stories that emphasize newr values American 
journalists are trained to seek, Third World news ind views are 
Crossed Many stones about events and issuf*'., are one sided 
ftcc ounts from the perspective of contributors. 

AMh jUQh LWI ' tseiously refrains from shaping stories to ft i the 
demand* of American journalists, the new? service 13 used rath' r 
^Htsnsively by religion journalists who behove i Wl tj* an accural^ 



source of information w en from a distinctive religious perspective. 
However, use of LWl ca. iot be explained solely on the basis of the 
stones provided by this news service. Those journalists most likely to 
use LWl are members of churches compatible with Lutheranism, 
define religion news broadly, believe it is important to cover many 
different religious traditions, and say their readers use religion new* 
for surveillance purposes. They also tend to work in strongly Lutheran 
regions and be employed by small newspapers with relatively large 
news holes. Use is also related to newspaper policies that include 
foreign news as part of the religion beat and that allow journalist* to 
use printed sources of information. 



FUSING FICTIONAL TECHNIQUE AND JOURNALISTIC FACT: 
LITERARY JOURNALISM IN THE 1890S NEWSPAPER 

OrderNo. DA8422407 
Conngkv, Thomas Bernard, Ph.D. Brown University, 1984. 338pp. 

This study shows that in the nineteenth century there arose a 
journalism with a literary purpose, a type of writing that combined the 
style of fiction with the reporting common to everyday journalism. 
Literary journalism, as it is called here, developed in response to 
changes in fiction and journalism, and although It occurred tT) 
magazines and newspapers, the focus here is on the urban 
newspaper and specifically the New York City newspaper. 

As a result of developments in fiction and journalism, by the 1890s 
the human interest feature article, with its story-telling approach, wm 
flourishing in journalism, while in fiction stories were so real that they 
were indeed believable. With newspaper reporters trying to make the 
facts of daily events more "interesting," and with fiction writers trying 
■ to make the products of their imaginations imitative of real life, it wee 
only natural that at times fiction and journalism would almost merge* 
with the newspaper feature taking on the trappings of fiction, 
although it was not considered fiction. 

Although the term literary journalist was not used in the 1890e* 
there were writers and critics who recognized the existence of 
creative reporting, and examples of literary journalism could be found 
i sny number of New York City newspapers But the Commercial 
| Advertiser, edited by Lincoln Steffens, was the only paper tha. made It 
i a goal to produce "literature" for its news pages, 
j To more clearly define the form, the literary journalism of four 
i writers is analyzed. The four are Julian Ralph, Richard Harding Davit, 
Hutchin3 Hapgood, and Stephen Crane, whose writing exempiifiee 
literary journalism that is complex and symbolic, with the power of 
fiction. These writers show how literary journalism draws upon 
themes and motifs evealed in the details of an event or in the 
manners, morals, and actions of people who are neither imagined nor 
concocted. They do not create an illusion of reality, but describe 
reality, using an imagination restricted by the facts. 

In conclusion, the development of literary journalism in the 
nineteenth century and its continued development in this century 
suggests that it is a distinct genre that should he judged by its own 
standards and not those of objective reporting oi by fiction's 
standards of creative invention 
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THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OP JOURNALISTIC REALITY 

Order No. DA8500S7Q 
Gassaway, Bob M., Pm D University I Missouri • Columbia, 1984. 
418pp. Supervisor Dr. Daryi J. Hobbs 

This study views the production of news -sports-both print and 
broadcast- -as the products of a social process and seeks to 
understand how w e social process of "doing newswork" causes 
some events to become defined as newsworthy while an unknowably 
large number of other events remain in non-covered obscurity. The 
journalistic conceptualization ot "objectivity" in news reporting is 
examined, and contrasted with the views put forth by a number of 
sociologists who consider news to be socially constructed accounts 
of those events that are defined as hav : ng news value. 

The study uses data obtained through observation, interviews and 
use of a questionnaire among editors and reporters of a major 
Midwestern newspaper, interviews with other journalists, and 
interviews with persons who have functioned as confidential news 
sources for journalists. 

The foilowing conclusions are drawn: (1) news production is a 
social process limited by economic imperatives; (2) news coverage 
assignments made by editors pre-ordain some events as news and 
simultaneously deny coverage to other events, producing selective 
attention to events; (3) news assignments tend to be repetitive in that 
reporters tend to be regularly assigned to places where they and 
other reporters have found news sources and newsworthy events in 
the past; (4) the assignment of reporters to regularly cover certain 
people and places relates to the efforts of news workers to routinize 
their work, including unexpected* unplanned events; (5) news 
selection decisions often are derived from group process, and also 
provide for the sharing of blame in the event errors are made; 
(6) news workers often resort to negotiations to ease the decision- 
making process, prevent confrontation* and reduce the need to 
reeort to power; (7) both editors and reporters have power; editors 
are granted theirs directly in the formal organization and reporters 

develop theirs by developing expertise in covering their responaibittty 
are** ( especially beats); and (8) reporters exercise substantial 

influence on decisionmaking through their access to, and control of* 
information which is raw input for their organization. 



COVERAGE OF THE ARAB WORLD AND ISRAEL IN 
AMERICAN NEWS MAGAZINES BETWEEN 1975 AND 1981; 

A COMPARATIVE CONTENT ANALYSIS 

Order No. DA842422£ 
Ghamoouh, Na*iha Habsad, Eo.D. Columbia University Teachers 
CoWepe, 1984. 257pp. Sponsor: Professor William C. Sayrea 

This study was a quantitative and Qualitative content analysis of 
the coverage of Arab States in Time, Newsweek, and U.S. News and 
Wortd Report during the period from January 1975 to December 1981. 

The research suggested that these magazines were widely read 
and o< substantial influence among U S secondary school students. 
The unfcer<*e of the textual data for the analysis was ah articles in the 
three magazines. 

The analysis focused on (1) the intensity of coverage ot Arab 
StMes and r srael, (2) the subject matter of articles on Arah Stales and 
Israel; (3) the evaluative dimension of references to particular states 
and to Arab and Israeli personalities; and (4) the trends In these 
dimensions over the seven year period. 

With respect to intensity, the magazines were found to contain a 
disproportionately large nurri'>er of artn »es on Israel in contrast to 
Arab States 

With respect to the too»cs covered in articles concerned with Arab 
States and Israel, the analysts indicated that articles on Israel tended 
to concern human interest and domestic affa^s topics, while articles 
on tn© Arabs were far more lifcely to concern violence arw.1 terrorr ti, 
military i*3u<*S find economic affairs. 



The analysis of the evaluative dimension suggested that 
references to Israel v .re likely to be more f avoraWe than references 
to the U.S., and references to Arabs were relatively unfavorable not 
only in the context of the military affairs or violence, but even when 
the topic was domestic issues or human interest. 

The analysis of trends in coverage indicated that the more 
favorable coverage of Arabs was mitigated to some extent f ollowing 
1977. However, this trend was attributed entirely to favorable 
coverage given to Sadat and Egypt following Sadat's visit to Israel and 
the Camp David accords. Other Arab States and leaders continued to 
be referred to just as unfavorably as in the earliest years under study. 

Among the implications addressed were the need to regularize 
new* coverage so as to eliminate the crisis orientation of cover** 
the need for professions! journalists to be trained to guard against 
bias, and the need for educators to make the* students aware of Mas 
and to teach them critical reading skills. 



THE OBITUARY OF A MACHINE: THE RISE AND FALL OF 
OTTMAR MERQENTHALER'S LINOTYPE AT U.S. 
NEWSPAPERS Order No. TyA»»014tT 

Goau, GeoAoe Cohjan, Pw.D. Indiana University, 1964. 486pp. 

This historical study examines the rise and fait of the Linotype hot* 
meta! composing machine within the context of its wide utilisation at 
U.S. newspapers- This rote is only briefly presented in existin g 
journalism and printing histories. 

The dissertation chronicles the lengthy inventive process faaritnt 
to Ottmar Mergenthaler's "Machine for Producing Piinting Bart" an* 
subsequent Linotype models. It describes the Linotype's first 
commercial use in 1886 at a newspaper published by a member of a 
select publishers* syndicate formed to develop and promote the 
machine. It focuses on the extensive involvement of economic, ao eH 
and legal factors in two periods of technological change; the 
Linotype's rise beginning in the 1890s and its fa« in the yearn 
following World War II. It concentrates on the Linotype's history up to 
161 1 , the year before significant patents expired and competing 
Hnecasters broke apart the stoutly- held monopoly maintained by fee 
Linotype company to the U.S. marketplace. It follows Mergenthetar 
after his 1888 estrangement from the company tearing IVe name an* 
describes later recognitions tor and assessments of the Qerauvbem 
Ajnerican inventor. 

From a wide array of devices and processes invented to 
mechanise hand composition, the Linotype evolved m the prfc my 
machine for composing type more cheaply and faster. The Linotype 
allowed publishers to print "increased reading matter" by etiminatfrtg 
a major production bottleneck, tod to greater newspaper prottte, m* 
contributed broadly to the growth and expansion of newspapw* m 
use encouraged adoption of typewriters in newsrooms. The 
Linotype's introduction brought widespread technological 
unemployment to typographers in the mid-189Qs, find their union's 
moves to regulate use of composing machines greatly increased 
labor's influence and long- lasting importance in newspaper 
publishing 

Nearly 100 years ago, the Linotype was hailed as a "revolutionary 
machine" whose time had come, it became intimately enmeshed wttt 
newspaper production, labor concerns and publishers 1 policies 
Predictions that it would "come to stay" proved untrue: it was not 
indispensable. The second revolution, with its phototypesettere, offset 
printing and front-end editing system*, has now led to virtual 
disctacement of the Linotype itself. By 1984 only a handful of weefefr 
newspapers continued to use the hot- metal process. 



IMAGES OF, AND ATTITUDES TOWARD, THE ARABS AND 
TH£ ISRAELIS IN THE AMERICAN PRESTIGE PRESS-JUNE 
1, 1980-May 31, 1983: A CONTENT ANALYSIS 

Order No. DA8501S29 
Haswim, Mahboub Edmond, Ph.D. The Florida State University, 1984. 
318pp. Mtjor Professors: Theodore Clevenger, Jr., C. Edward 
Wotring 

fhe purpose of this study was to determine the nature of three 
leading American newsmagazine*' image of, pod related attitude 
towcrd, both the Arabs and the Israelis during the period of two yeara 
before and one year after Israel * invasion of Lebanon. 

Newsweek. Time, and U S. News and World Report ware selected. 
Newt and editorials fo>* the period June 1 , 1980 through May 3 1 , 1983 
were examined and content analyzed The period of the study was 
divided into twelve quarter blocks. Editorials were analyzed 
separately. A systematic sample wis drawn from news topics and 
items Every third column-inch from a random start was analyzed. The 
unit of analysis vas the term (adjectives, nouns, verbs, adverbs). A 

category system wis developed. Each nation constituted a maior 
category. Nation in general, people, leaden, institution, 
pottctas/ictions, economy, religion, location, and other were 
subcategories. Evaluative terms were used to measure the 
magazines' attitude; whereas evaluative and descriptive icmis were 
used *> detect the image. The author and two American graduate 
students coded the data. 

Major findings were: (1) There was a shift, mostly negative, 
toward the Israelis, and a quite similar shift, somewhat positive 
toward the Arabs. (2) Economy, policies/actions, and leaders were 
the major sub-elements hurting Israel's image. (3) Institutions, 
people, and extremist leaders along with thrir policies and actions 
ware the principal sub-elements affecting Arab nations' image. 
(4) "Oil-rich* Arab countries and those involved In direct conflict with 
Israel received much more attention than other Arab nations. (5) Arab 
natior* received slightly higher favorable and neutral percent 
tvaJuatJone than Israel in the newe articles and Kerne. The Editorials 
we slight* more favorable toward Israel then the Arab natione. 
(6) AH three newsmtgaxinee assigned berth the Areba and the laraeHe 
more negative terme than pos&*» w neutral one*. 



& «4Ct AND THf PRESt M TAIWAN- AM ANALYSIS OP 
Tfct RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SCIENTISTS AN9 SCIENCE 
JOURNALISTS Order No. DAQ50218S 

HsitM, Yikg.chun, Ph.D. University of Illinois at Urbana^ampaian 
1984. 340pp. ' 

This study investigates the relationship between scientists and 
sconce journalists in Taiwan. It argues that the relationship between 
metwo is poor and needs to be improved in light of the increasing 
importance of accurate science news communication. A research 
model stales that science news communication is a function of 

!! C ^?^ cl * nca i° urnall5t * newspapers, and other factors Ten 
hypotheses were stated, based on previous studies and develop* > 
from tNe research model. 

The investigation of the relationship between scientists and 
science Journalists was based on the responses of science ■ 
journal*** active scientists, less-active scientists, and decision 
makers to mail questionnaires and personal Inten/iewa, which were 
analyzed through qualitative and quantitative methods. 

Results show that contact between scientists and scir ce 
journal**, and experience, the educational background and the 
newspaper organization of science journalists are important factors 
contributing to the nature and quality of science news in Taiwan's 
newspapers. 

This study suggests that cooperation among the scientific 
establishment (including the National Science Council), the scientific 
community, the journalistic community (including science journalists 
and the newspaper managsntont) and universities and colleges would 
improve the nresant state of science news communication. Furthm 
studies are also recommended for a bet?** undemanding of the 
a mmumcatfon of scenes mtotmnmu vie mass n < dia. 



GLOBAL NEWS-FLOW ISSUES: TOWARD A CONVENIENT 
PERSPECTIVE Order No. DA842641 2 

Issl£ma, MiNAacftf, Ph.D. The Ohio State University. 1984. 139pp. 
Adviser Professor Robert B. Monaghan 

Global news-flow has been a subject of intense controversy for 
sometime now. Developing countries contend that international news 
dissemination is dominated by the Western news media, and that 
thowe media unduly portray them in a negative light They see their 
sovereignty, independence and well-being threatened by the statue 
quo, and accordingly they advocate a H new H international information 
order. M But critics of the advocacy see it differently. To them, at iaau* 
is the freedom of the press and the right of the news media to operate 
as they see fit This study is an attempt to integrate the two 
perspectives. Three questions are examined: (1) What is the nature 
of the problems of global news-flow, (2) To what degree are the roots 
of the problems internal to developing countries, and to what degree 
ara they external, and (3) What measures are necessary to redreea 
the problems? 

Theory and Method. The questions are approached from the 
frameworks of Galtung's Center-Periphery model arnl Jacobson's 
subsystems concept. It is argued that correspondent* from 
developing countries transcend the two contending perspectives on 
gtobal news-flow and are therefore in the position to articulate a 
convergent perspective. 

Thirty -eight correspondents from twenty-three developing 
countries were interviewed. The correspondents, all resident in New 
York and Washington, D.C., were selected to represent Africa (Sub* 
Sahara), Asia, Central America and the Caribbean, the Middle Eaat, 
and Yugoslavia. The views they expressed during the unstructured 
interviews were analyzed qualitatively, with frequency-crf-mentlon and 
percentage figures reported to aid the analysis. 

Findings and Conclusions. The correspondents believe that the 
UA media do not apuly to developing countries the same level ol 
journalistic standards arxj ethics that they apply to domestic 
coverage; and that *hey cover other countries favorably or 
unfavorably depending on the level of cultural, economic and political 
consonance between the U.S. and the country covered. But given the 
constraints on journalistic independence in the developing countries 
the correspondents see reliance on American and other Western 
news media aa the tester evH than the alternative. The constrain* 
derive mainty from an acute lack of opportunities and feudal relational 
patterns, which necessitate conformesm wrong joumaUete. 



SPECIAL PRIVILEGE FOR AN AUTONOMOUS PRESS: 
JUSTICE STEWART'S STRUCTURAL APPROACH 

Order No. DA842S1l§ 

Jomnson, Gaoaoi Caal/Ph.D. Southarn Illinois University at 
Carttondala, 1984. 273pp. Major Professor. Dr. Harry W. 
Stonecipher 
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Supreme Court Justice Potter Stewart a *ued in his Yale I 
School Sesquicentennial Convocation address on November 2, 1VH» 
that the American press, despite mounting criticism, wa# performing 
the precise function that the Framers of the Constitution had 
intended. Two populates of his address were that the Press Clause of 
the First Amendment was a "structural" provision to thr Constfcutton, 
and that the Framers intended to form a fourth institution outside the 
three official branches of government. 

Justice Stewart's address tou^hfcd off a debate both inside and 
outside the court. This study examined this debate and focused on 
She main question of whether there is a legal basis for the institution* 
press being afforded a special privilege under the Press Clause of the 
First Amendment as advocated by Justice Stewart in his Yale Law 
School address. The corollary questions focused on Justice Sfcewarf a 
opinions written before and after his Yale Law School address; how 
the United States Supreme Court differentiated between the Preea 
Clause aid Speech Clause in First Amendment litigation; and how 
successful the r* v& media was in eeeklng special privileges uncJwr 
the Press Clauaa as newsgather&rs. 



Al of Justice Stewart! First Amendment opinion* wore eximined 
irvcluding hit Circuit Court of AppMhl and Supreme Court decisions, 
wd generally, ha wu found .tt> be consistent In his opinions. The 
study tond a legal basis for 'press claims for at least a qualified First 
Amendment- based privilege which goes beyond privileges afforded 
the general public. The prase has been more auccee fui at acquiring 
these limited privileges by arguing for protection erf to newsgathertng 
role in society, but there are no guerenteee that the pr m wttt succeed 
tnatfeaeee. 



THE FICTION OF FACT: TOWARD A JOURNALISTIC 
AESTHETIC Order No. DA8428253 

JONtS. Dan Richard, Ph.D. The University of low*, 19S4. 218pp. 
Supervisor: Professor Albert E. Stone 

The aesthetic dimension of the New JournaHem has never been 
adequately assessed. This aspect of the genre is typically 
characterized as a function of the adaptation of literary technique to 
factual content. Such an approach char actertzee particular texts as 

assemblages of facta and fictional devices, but faila to apprehend the 

quality of aesthetic experience as understood by readers. 

That experience is best understood as a social experience. The 
genre is properly characterized not as a series of texts which display a 
variety of technical qualities, but rather as an attempt by a culture to 
deal with social change. New Journalism was born during a period of 
cultural discohesion; a historical review reveals that similar periods C 
transformation have produced similar kinds of journalistic response. 
Relying on concepts drawn from symbolic interactlonism, It is 
apparent that the primary need of the self during such periods of 
change is for symbols capable of encompassing new and 
unprecedented realities within the boundaries of familiar value 
systems. New Journalism, and new journalism generally, do not 
initiate change; rather, they respond to change by adapting existing 
symbolic forms to unfamiliar circumstances. Particular texts are 
perceived as shared social objects; the experience of reading such 
texts, which reaffirm cultural values as they reunite self and society, is 
best described as aesthetic. 

Analyses of three texts demonstrate these concepts. John 
Mersey's Hiroshima \% often cited as a predecessor to New 
Journalism. Hersey extracts from the chaos produced by the first 
military use of the atomic bomb a vision of order, reinforced by subtle 
allusions to Western value systems. 1 ruman Opote'a In Cold Blood 
takes an event which lies at the boundary of cultural consciousness- 
mass murder-and makes of it a parable, based on familiar popular 
images, which testifies to the resilience of American core values. Tom 
Woffe's Radical Chic and Mau-Maulng the Flak Catchers converts 
social concerns into objects of amusement, allaying readers' fears of 
social disintegration and thus stabilizing the culture's symbolic 
environment All three works produce satisfying aesthetic 
experiences for readers by rendering comprehensible, in terms of 
famli* symbolic strategies otherwise anomalous events. 



A CONTENT ANALYSIS OF THC NSW YORK TIMCS AND ST. 
LOUIS POST-DISPATCH COVERAGE OF THE ARAB- ISRAELI 
CONFLICT FROM JUNE 6, 1982 • FEBRUARY 12, 1983 

Order No. DA8504361. 

L*L£HRAHVARAN t Parvin, Eo.D. Oklahoma Stata University* 1964. 
i07pp Adviser: William R. Steng 

Sc i and Method of Study. World attention focused on 
Palestinians and the Arab-Israeli Conflict, hundreds of Palestinian 
refugees were killed In the September 1982 Beirut massacre. This 
study concerned th« ) news coverage of Arabs and Israelis before, 
during and after the Beirut Maeeacre in The New York Tlmee and SI. 
Louie Poat-Dlapatc t. The method used in this study wee content 
analysis; forty key aymbots pertaining to the Arab-Israel ConWct were 

choeen for analysis. This writer content analyzed aM news artdse 

published in The New York Tlmee and St Louie Poet-Dispatch 
pertaining to the Arab-Israeli Conflict between June 6, 1962, ant 
February 12, 1983* Symbols were coded according tc their 
predication-strength plus, morality plus, strength minus, morality 
minus and neutral The dat^were grouped into three phases, Phase I, 
before the Beirut Massacre; Phase II, during the Beirut Massacre; and 
Phase ill, after the Beirut Massacre. Three-way frequency analyses 
were completed, juxtaposing: (1) Parties to the Conflict (2) The two 
newspapers and (3) Prediction of direction of symbol usage in rmm 
columns, 

Findings and Conclusions. The findings showed that before tie 
massacre, there were more favorable than unfavorable symbols about 
Israelis, but there were more unfavorable than favorable symbols 
about Arabs In both papers. During the Massacre, Tr* New Yort 
Times and St Louis Post-Dispatch presented more favorable symbod 
about Arabs. As for Israelis, more favorable symbols w re found In tie 
New York Times during this pliase. The St. Louis Post-Dlspate* 
carried 1 1 equally positive and negative symbols relevant to Is ra efia . 
In Phase III, the period after the Massacre both newspapers p rese nt ed 
Arabs in a positive context and Israelis in a negative context Overei, 
not enough background Inf onnation on the conflict was provided hi 
either newspaper. The writer recommends that both newspapers 
xovide sufficient background and history on the conflict and also 
provide readers additional information on the Palestine quae tov 
which is a central issue in the Arab-Israeli conflict 



THE DERIVED IMAGE OF THE SUPERMARKET TABLOID 

Order No. D A8426431 

MacDonald. Dctoaah M., Ph.D. The Ohio State University, 1984. 
189pp. Adviser: Dr. Thomas McCain 

Each week over 11 million supermarket tabloids are sold in the 
United States. These periodicals such as the National Enquirer have 
become a pervasive medium. Ttv tabloids are a journalistic s u c cess 
story, yet critics feel that they represent yellow journalism at its worst 
A libel judgemet awarded to entertainer Carol Burnett has shown the 
public that the National Enquirer, at least, is capable of printing whet It 
knows to be erroneous In order to produce a sensational story. This 
investigation was conducted in order to determine what peceptiona 
psopie have formed regarding this relatively unstudied media form. 
Specifically, this study sought to determine the derived image of the 
tabloids, and c 3 whatextent tabloid readership is a function of level ol 
image and lo /-taste orientation. 

A randorr, telephone survey was conducted which ret tted in 369 
completed interviews- 178 from respondents who claimed to have 
r*Ad a tabloid in the last five years and 184 from respondents who had 
not. 

The data revested thai overall, thn derived image of the 
supermarket tabloiks does not appear to he a very positive one, 
particularly In the area* of credibility, utility ii^d perceived readership 
(m terms af why people read). Positive perceptions of the taWoir*s 
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tocusod on th«!r ability to pus timt, \tmir cheap prica, upbaat quality 
and dynamism Laval and tvpa of axpar ianca dots aaam to Kava an 
ellact on tha imagt that * i *W on tho tabioida. Moat noUbtt, thoaa 
respondents who had only xJerect experience with the tablotfa in tha 
form ol mass media and int ^personal messages (nonreaders), ware 
most Ilk*/ to hold negative tabloid perceptions. In terms of low-taste 
orientation, both regular and occasional tabloid readers seemed to 
sxhibtt more ol a preference for iow-taste media content than 
nonreaders. The data also indicated that tabloid readers do not 
appear to be a Ngnogeneous qc up, and probable reader segments 
include believers, WgW heaned reedera and readers who feel guttly 
about reeding. 

Thia study rapr a ain u an attempt at better understanding worm of 
the dynamic* ol the tabioW phenomenon. The findlnge of thie afcidy 
should prove ueefuJ for thoee raeeerchem whe chooee to further 
explore th*e area whete more exploration seems required. 



TWe NEW YORK TIMES, U.S. FOREIGN POLICY AND THE 
IRANIAN REVOLUTION Order No, DAS425241 

Maukxadch, Aibas , Ph.D. Tho American Unlvorsity, 1984. 293pp. 

It ta generally argued that in American society the press plays an 
important role In foreign policy process. This study focuses on the 
performance of "the most elite H newspaper, the Now York Tlmos, and 
compares the "paper's foreign policy* with the official U.S. policy in 
regard to Iran. , 

Thire specific ttme periods heve been studied in We diaeertation: 
(1) 1Q8H971, i decade prior to the Iranian rtvofc.'tion; (2) 197* 
lf7f , era of the revoUitton; end (3) 1OTMM1. the hostage "crista". 
The Now York T)mo* editorials and the Oepartmenf of Stoto Bulhtin 
were aeteclad as two sources tor a systematic qualitative and 
quant itativa analysis to teat a number of hypotheses developed In this 
study. 

The results of the study revealed that the Now York Tlmos and the 
U.S. Qovernment had a very similar, and " positive" attitude toward 
Iran for a decade prior to the revolution. There were no significant 
differences between the two sources between 1968-1978. 

The Iranian revolution marked a significant shift In the New York 
Tlmos 1 approach towards that country: first, by criticizing the royal 
regime and then by Initiating a critical approach in its analysis of past 
U.S. policies toward Iran. For the fimt time, there was a significantly 
meaningful difference between the Now York Tlmos editorials and the 
U.S. policy reflected in the Dopsnmont of Stato Buliotln. 

The hostage crisis, however, created a situation as a result of 
which both sources once again took similar approach towards Iran 
and Iranian affairs. This time, the Now York Tlmos and the Dspartmont 
o/ State Bullotin portrayed Iran in a very "unfavorable" light. 

In conclusion, this study suggests that the lack of critical analysis 
on the pert of the Now York Times, could be considered a 
contributing factor in the failure of American policies toward Iran. 
Although the study did not Investigate a causal relationship between 
the Now York T/mea editorials and toe outcome of the U.S. foreign 
policy, 11 was demonstrated thai chengee observed In the editorials 
position followed by changes in UA. official foreign poticiet 



THE CREATION OF NEWSWORTHY EVENTS: AN ANALYSIS 
OF NEWSPAPER COVERAGE OF THE MAN-MADE DISASTER 

AT LOVE CANAL , Order No. DA8426071 

Ploughman, Penelope Denise, Ph.D. State University of Now York it 
Buffalo, 1984. 514pp. Y §t 

This thesis tested tha proposition that news coverage Is 
fl e ?K a,ly - diStributed in cont emporary United States society, It 
tested that proposition among three categories of newsmakers- 
Governmsnt, Business, and Residents-who were cflnpeting to hav* 
he.r version of the events surrounding the Love Canal disaster mad* 
known through the mass media. 

*t i I h ! ™ 3s l media analyzed for their coverage of man-made disaster 
at Love Canal were one local newspaper (Tho Niagara Palls Gaiono) 
one regional newspaper (Tho Buffalo Nows), and one nation^ 
newspaper (Tho Now York Tlmos). 

For each newspaper, for the time period August 2, 1978 throuoh 

Sm^m 1 articIes v * jjtorla,s werc ana,y ** 55? 

dtferm.ne the frequency of coverage received by the three maj* 
^makers over time, m addition, editorials were analyzed for their 
fivorability toward each newsmaker, and the articles w£ Tana y»Sd 
on the dimensions of frequency, prominence and amount <X 
coverage. 

■J^tSTJSSiff <hat dCSpite ,he ,act that Government 
22!J!Ei ma,onty 0< COvera 9C the organize. Residents of Love 
wnai did on more than one occasion have both amounts and tvoe* of 
news coverage that were comparable to that received by Government 
Furthermore, in conirast to the expectation that Business. l*o 
Government, would be a significant newsmaker, it was the Resident., 
rather than Business, who received the second moet"ewUn£Xi 
<* covertge^ al three type* of newap^. And it w^ound S thl 
Love Canal Homeowners Association was the W*mo^™* 
coverage individual newemaker In aN thine ne^epep^T 

From the enaiyaie of differential editorial covr rage, K wet found 
that over 68% of the Residents total editorial coverage (al three 
i newspapers combined) was positive, in contrast to only 36% of the 
Government's coverage and only 26% of the Business newsmakers 
editorial coverage. 

It was con luded that the <aci that the Residents of I ove Canal 
were able to maintain a considerable level of coverage (and favorable 
coverage) throughout the extended duration of the event was 
significant in and of itself and in contrast to previous stuflfc*. 



HOMICIDS AND BARGAINED JUSTICE: THE AGENDA* 
SETTING EFFECT OF CRIME NEWS ON PROSECUTORS 

Order No. DA64142S4 

Phitchaad, Davio Hemmimos, Ph.D. The Univtrslty of Wisconsin • 
Mtdison, 1984. 197pp. Supervisor-. Professor William Hachten 

This dissertation addresses twc *asu*s: the relationship between 
the race of homicide suspecta and victims; and the relationship 
between how newspapers covet homicide and whether cases against 
homicide suspects sre plea bargained. Specifically, the study tested 
the suggestion by some press critics that minority homicide is 
covered less extensively than wnite homicide. The study also 
hypothesizes that the more extensive the coverage, the Iras likely • 
case is to be plea bargaii id. The raw data included information from 
police and court records il 90 homicide cases in Milwaukee County 
Wisconsin, and the 744 s iff- written news items pu Wished about 
those homicides in the M waukee Journal arnj Sem/ne/. 

The results show that he Milwaukee newspapers cover white 
homicide more extensivel and more fairly than minority hon*cide 
They also show that how jxten*:vely the newspa»>ers cover a 
homicide nelps determine whether the efts* gets plea bargained The 
relationships are statistically significant, and hold even when possibly 
confounding factors are c ntrolkud. 
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SOMg EFFECTS OF THE REPETITION OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
MEWS STORIES: AN EXPERIMENT Order No. OA842961 7 
Saatnoff, Rogea C, Ph.D. Th* University of Tennessee, 1984. 
180pp. Major Prof essor Dr. JacxHaskirs 

Much of the content of the mass media ! o repetitious, at least at a 
topical level. Certainly one reason for this is the beat system 
employed by most news-gathering organizations. By assigning 
reporters to cover traditional news sources, the media are assured of 
receiving reports about the same news topics on a continuing basis. 
Does this topical repetition have any expected or unexpected effects 
on media audiences? 

To address this question, the author designed an experiment 
involving 1 58 students as subjects. The subjects read either one, fivo, 
nine or nine'^n news stories about a repeated news topic over a two- 
wee* period The subjects were measured on five dependent 
variables both before and after the experimental treatments. The five 
dependent variables were reading interest, information seeking, 
information utility, information utility to others and numbers of times 
topic ie discussed. 

An analysis of variance and an analysis of covariance using the 
potest as the covariate. were performed to measure changes in the 
dependent variable* The author hypothesized that the measures of 
the dependent variables would dfcptay an inverted-U relationship with 
increasing numbem of repetitions, indicating a type of satiation factor 
at work* 

Only one dependent variable, reading interest displayed such a 
relationship. The author concludes that the use of a validated 
measurement item for the reading interest variable probably 
contributed to the reeufe The other variables were msesurri with 
risms adapted or crsatsd for this study. Better measures may have 
reflected the kn*eried*U relationship in si vsriabiss. 



Particular attention is given to the experiences of Benjamin 
Franklin and h* Natives and associates who were printers. Frank** 
and the printers he worked with were the most prominent network of 
journalists In the country. They committed themeefvee to maintain** 

7J a f*°t™ ****** but sometimes reluctant to nrint party 
diatnbee an* personal defamation. 



THE ATTITUDES OF NEWS DIRECTORS TOWARD THt 

FAIRNESS DOCTRINE Order Ne. DA8803M1 

Tavloa, John Wallace Ph.D. Ohio Un/vera/fy. 1984. 168pp. Director 
of Dissertation; Dr. QukJo H. Stempel 111 

This study investigated the attitudes of radio and television news 
directors toward the fairness doctrine. 

Specifically, the study was directed toward four hypothesee 
concerning attitudes toward the fairness doctrine as they varied by 
the news directors age, number of years in the field market size, 
news staff size and education level. Data were collected from a 
nationwide systematic random selection of 150 radio news directors 
and 160 television news directors. 

The author developed a questionnaire to collect data on attitudes 
for this study. A five point likerttype scale was used for rating the 
thirteen attitudinal items. The ranking of eleven Items for their abMNy 
to inhibit one from covering controversial Issues and five open-ended 
questions were also Included. 

The survey results in this study indicate radio news directors end 
nilevrsion news directors do not demonstrate a significant difference 
in their attitudes toward the fairness doctrine. A statistically stpitficant 
chi-square value and significance level occurs In only one item. 
However, the results do indicate that there ie overaB a clear tendewy 
for radio rtews directors to be more favorably disposed to tSe tomes* 
doctrine then television news directors. 



PRINTERS ANO PRESS FREEDOMS THt IDEOLOGY OF 
EARLY AMERICAN JOURNALISM Order Ne. DAS434I 3* 

S*tm, Jaraat Alaw, Ph.D. 77?e UnlveaXy of Wfocone/n - Medteor?, 
t«84. 338pp. Supervisor Assistant Professor Jamee Lewis 
Baughman 

The First Amendment to the United States Constitution protects 
•freedom erf the press," but jurists and legal historians have not 
agreed or. what this term meant to those' who wrote and ratified the 
m ~f Rights. Ons view is that it meant only freedom from prior 
~ air* and did not include a right to publish statements defaming 
p^mmant or questioning the conduct of public official. Others 
have argued that the press clause was bvi on libertarian principles 
end was intended to do away with seditious libel, the crime of 
criticizing government. 

This study examines libertarian press theory in eighteen th*cemury 
America and cc nchjdes that it rested upon rejection of most of me 
press controls employed In England, understandings of the 
marketplace of ideas concept and acceptance of Enlightenment 
approaches to matters of political structure and societal progress. Of 
particular Importance was the widely accepted * radical Whig" 
ideology promulgated by the authors of Ca/o a Letter*, Thomas 
Jefferson, and others. The radical Whigs thought of a free press as a 
n e c essary check on government and as a right appropriate to 
governmental systems with popular sove/eignty. Accordingly, they 
made distinctions between lawful criticisms of political policies and 
official conduct and possibly unlawful attacks on personal reputation, 

The sh*1y also considers the practices of journalists and provides 
ewtfancs \nat even at an early point In the development of American 
journalism those who found themselves in conflict with authority 
reudtty employed libertarian press theory to justify their actions Party 
controversies, it is suggested laysd a major role in the development 
of libertarian press theory bv \ mpting politicians and publishers to 
artteulate positions en journalise rights, 
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THt HEW YORK FENNY PRESS ANO THt AMERICAN 
ROMANTIC MOVEMENT. (VOLUMES I AND 10 

Order He. DA 84 2 360* 

VltoiTSY.GAHY Lamas, Pm.D. Tne University of /owa, 1984. 847pp. 
Supervisor Professor John Erickson 

The New York penny press has been regarded as havhg had s 
major influence on the received definition of American news. 
Beginning in 1833 with the publication of Benjamin Day's New York 
Si/n-and later including such newspapers as the New York Hera*, 
New York Tr/bune, and New York r/mte-*, the penny press soon caew 
to command the New York news industry with spiraling circulation 
that doubled and tripled those of the commercial and political 
presses. From 1833 to 1 861 , the penny press became perhaps the 
■Ingle most influential kind of newspaper in New York City. 

Running concurrently with the development of the penny press 
was the American romantic movement, which, beginning In New Yet* 
and the Northeast in the late 18th century and triumphing by 1830, 
came to be a powerful influence on American art and literature. 

This dissertation seeks to trace how American romanticism 
affected the development of the penny press in r uch areas aa content, 
style, social reform, and the overall mission of the penny pjpere. 
Primary data from three penny papers- the New York Sun, tferaid. 
and Tribune-are examined this fo; romantic characteristics defined in 
early chapters. The study draws on secondary materials for a working 
definition of romanticism and. later, information elating to anti- 
slavery 

The dissertation concludes with a case study which examinee 
romantic ftiements of news in the thres papers' handling of the *nfc- 
Uavery movement ar*j attempts to determine to what extent each 
paper was romanticized in the process of handling the mavrnwmi 
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